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Early 1900s: Hawai'i's
First YMCA Camps

Camping became the cornerstone of YMCA
programming in 1885 with the start of
Camp Dudley in New York—America's first
known continuously running summer camp
program.

In Hawai'i, long before a permanent site
existed at Mokule'ia, the YMCA of Honolulu
introduced camping to Hawai'i in the early

Camps were recorded in Wahiawa as early
as 1903 and in Makua in 1905, reached
by 80-cent fares on the O'ahu Railway.
The first official YMCA camp season
opened in 1908 at Camp Makua, made
possible through L.L. McCandless, with
rates set at $8 per week and discounts
for longer stays.

Throughout the 1910s and 1920s, the
YMCA continued to host camps at various
borrowed sites, including Theodore
Richards’ Kane'ohe property Pomaika'i—
later named Camp Malulani—where the

first student conference in the islands was
held in 19189.

Additional tents and programs operated at Old Emerson Home in Waialua, owned by
Alexander Hume Ford, and at Pu'uiki on land provided by the Waialua Agricultural Co.
These early, movable camps established the traditions and spirit that would one day
take root permanently at Mokule'ia.




